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(Field Report - February 5, 2025)

The conditions were fantastic until the day before yesterday, with excellent snow quality and
weather. However, yesterday, strong winds from the south and snow led to rough snow surfaces
and the development of snowdrifts on the leeward side, which increased avalanche risks.
Currently (in the morning), the weather is calm at the base of the mountain, but a developing
low-pressure system located over the northern Japan Sea of Hokkaido is expected to move
northward, causing a sudden weather change. Winds from the west will pick up, and the
mountain is expected to experience a snowstorm, further increasing avalanche risks. This
weather pattern is forecasted to continue for several days, making cautious behavior essential.

Wind speed (m/sec) x 3.6 = speed (km/hr)
20 m/sec = 72 km/hr
27 m/sec = 97.2 km/hr

Note that the Niseko avalanche information is the only official source for this area.

This information should not only be considered for the Niseko United Area but also for the
surrounding mountains. Even if you are not using the ski resort access, | strongly advise not to
ignore this information. Please read carefully and take action with reason and morality in mind.

As a reminder, be mindful not just of avalanche risks, but also of hidden bushes, rocks, and
cracks beneath the snow. Visibility will be poor in the snowstorm, and snowfall may further
obscure these hazards. Snow bridges over creek bottoms are becoming thin and fragile, with
cold water flowing underneath, so be cautious when crossing or avoid going too far down if you
are unfamiliar with the terrain.

Final warning: There has been a significant increase in roadside parking blocking one lane at
the junction to Goshiki Onsen (where the Panorama Line is closed for the winter). This is
extremely dangerous and disruptive. While it used to occur mainly on days with bad weather, it
is now becoming a common issue regardless of weather. Not only is parking a problem, but
sliding along the road to reach cars or preparing/cleaning up next to parked vehicles is also
hazardous. The road is slippery, and cars cannot stop suddenly, especially with the current
weather conditions. This can also obstruct larger vehicles. This issue is not exclusive to Niseko;
similar situations are occurring throughout Hokkaido. The rapid increase in foreign tourists, rental
cars, and campervans is making the situation worse!

In the photo, you can see the pink tape tied to the branch. If you look at the direction of the
snowdrift, it shows the wind direction has shifted from SE to W at 10:00 AM. Bad weather is
expected to worsen soon.



