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Since entering February, it has been snowing almost every day, and the snow conditions in the
mountains are excellent. However, due to the impact of global warming, the sea surface temperature
around Japan is higher than usual. While the snow quality is not as dry as it typically is in Honshu,
the snow tends to have a higher moisture content, making it heavier than the usual mid-winter snow.
With higher moisture content, snow is more susceptible to the effects of solar radiation, which leads
to faster snowmelt and increases its weight. This can also heighten the risk of avalanches if conditions

align. Therefore, | am being extra cautious in my risk assessment and management, keeping in mind
that while it feels like the usual winter, there are subtle differences that require more attention.
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So far, no major accidents have occurred in the Niseko area, but there have been many incidents in
other areas, such as fatal collisions with trees and rescue calls due to getting lost in backcountry
areas. | strongly recommend not following other people tracks blindly, avoiding the urge to ski at the

same time as others, and not venturing too deep into the mountains in search of fresh snow. Always
take responsibility for your actions, including orientation, and be aware of the risks.
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Due to the spring-like weather that lasted for about 10 days in mid-January, snowmelt progressed,
and snow bridges in the valleys have become unstable. Cracks and holes have started to form below
around 650 meters, especially on south-facing steep slopes. While the snow volume has increased
again since February, and these issues may seem to have been covered by the new snow, they have

not been resolved. They are just hidden beneath the new layer of snow, so it important to stay cautious
at all times.
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That being said, the snow in the past few days has been wonderfully deep!



