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(Field Report: January 4, 2026)

Happy New Year.
Once again this year, | will continue to share information that can help with risk
assessment and risk management, so that everyone can enjoy Niseko’s snowy

mountains safely. Thank you for your continued support.

From late December through the New Year period, a strong cold air mass moved in (—40°C
at 5,500 m), bringing heavy snowfall. At last, Niseko is beginning to look like a proper mid-

winter landscape.



At around 220 m elevation near the base, the snow depth is 75-80 cm (it had decreased

to about 45 cm on December 29 due to a warm spell).

On January 1 (New Year’s Day), Moiwa Gate No. 6 opened for the first time this season.
Although the snow was deep, it was still not sufficient. Uneven slopes, bamboo grass, and
small branches were clearly visible on the surface, and there is uncertainty about what lies
beneath the snow (shrubs, rocks, etc.). Careful skiing and riding are therefore essential.

In the lower part of the slope, creeks are not completely buried, and snow bridges remain
unstable. We crossed only after probing the snowpack to measure depth and identify safe
bridges. Probing is an essential requirement at this time of year.

While the snow depth was pleasant for skiing, in the lower forest it required knee-deep trail
breaking. On this day, the first track demanded about 1.5 hours of hard trail breaking. |
strongly felt that skiers or snowboarders without touring gear could easily end up needing

rescue if they encountered these conditions.

On January 3, the Summit Gates No. 2 and No. 3 on Niseko Annupuri opened. From the

very first day, approximately 1,000 people exited the gates and skied the backcountry.

Above roughly 700 m elevation, snow depth has increased and conditions are
approaching what we would normally expect. At the same time, however, the risk of
avalanches also increases. Do not get carried away by excitement—maintain calm and

objective judgment.

Even if conditions are good in the upper sections, the creek bottoms below are deep, with
steep sidewalls and complex terrain. Snow in the creek beds is very deep, and if you get
stuck, there is a high likelihood that you will be unable to escape on your own. In addition,
there are places where water is flowing beneath the snow. Steam from the water melts the
snow from below, creating voids just under the surface. There have been many fatal
accidents caused by people falling headfirst into such holes in similar terrain.

Early in the season, extreme caution regarding terrain traps is absolutely essential.
With proper assessment and management, the snow conditions are excellent, and the

mountains reward us with truly enjoyable and memorable runs.



