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(Field Report — January 9, 2026)

Since the beginning of the new year, snowfall has continued day after day. In particular, on
the nights of the 7th and 8th, more than 40 cm of new snow fell on both nights. Each time,
the terrain was completely reset overnight, allowing us to fully enjoy deep powder

conditions on both days.

With the continuous snowfall, areas above 800 m in elevation are now approaching snow
depths typical for this time of year. However, the terrain is still uneven in places, and gullies

and ridgelines remain somewhat complex.

Below 700 m, snow conditions are good, but overall snow coverage is still insufficient.
Combined with complex terrain, sasa grass and low shrubs are either exposed on the
surface or hidden just beneath the snow. Catching one of these can easily lead to serious
injuries, so extra caution is required. Just because the snow feels good doesn’t mean you

should charge in without thinking.

Gullies are deep and steep, and water is still flowing along the creek beds. If there is a
creek at the bottom, resist the urge to ski just a little farther down. Stop at least 10 meters
before the creek and take time to assess how and where to cross using a snow bridge.
Falling into a gully can lead to severe accidents, so terrain management while skiing must
be extremely cautious. In fact, just yesterday, an accident occurred in which a skier failed to

stop from above, plunged into a creek, and had to be transported by ambulance.

At last, snowfall patterns are starting to feel more like a typical Niseko winter. However, as
mentioned since the very first report, the classic winter pressure pattern has not remained
stable for long periods. Instead, we continue to see strong cold air pulled in from the north
by developing low-pressure systems as they approach and pass. Although winter patterns
do establish temporarily, they do not persist, and when low-pressure systems approach
before the cold air arrives, we experience southerly winds and snowfall—different from the
usual winter wind direction. This creates the need to be alert for avalanche risks on

unexpected slopes.

As an example, an avalanche occurred the day before yesterday on a slope above the
Hirafu King No. 4 lift unloading area, facing a ski run just below the summit. There are no
known precedents of avalanches at this location, especially one affecting a slope adjacent
to a ski run. It is likely that heavy wind slabs deposited by unusually strong southerly winds

overloaded the slope and failed under their own weight.



With weather patterns different from a typical winter, field and snow conditions naturally
differ as well. Do not rely on assumptions like “it's always like this.” Don’t get overly excited
just because there is a lot of snow. Take a moment—drink a cup of water, take a deep
breath, and make calm, rational decisions. There are things to be afraid of, but the

mountains are also beautiful and truly magnificent.



