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(Field Report — January 26, 2026)

In the previous report (January 20), | mentioned that a strong cold air mass and
snowy conditions were expected to continue through the weekend. However,
the same pattern has persisted into this week and is forecast to continue
further.

Looking at the surface weather charts, the pressure gradient appears to relax
as the isobars spread out, suggesting a weakening winter pattern. However, at



the same time, strong northerly cold air collides with easterly inland winds,
creating vortices. These interactions generate small-scale low-pressure
systems over the Sea of Japan that do not clearly appear on standard weather
charts. In addition, an intense upper-level cold air mass at around 5,500 m (—
42 °C to -39 °C) remains in place, allowing snow clouds to develop
continuously and produce heavy snowfall.

From January 21 through today, total snowfall has reached approximately 290
cm. Of course, settlement occurs after snowfall, so the actual snow depth is
less than the cumulative snowfall amount, but regardless, this is an
extraordinary amount of snow.

The characteristics of the snow have varied day by day, and especially over the
past few days, extremely cautious decision-making has been required.

Below is a summary of conditions on January 25 and January 26.

January 25

Approximately 80 cm of snowfall in 24 hours. Snow crystals were broken
down and bonded into fine particles, resulting in slightly heavy wind slab
conditions. With this volume of snowfall, slabs can form under their own weight
and may fail naturally when the snowpack can no longer support itself.

Extremely cold conditions persisted (—42 °C at 5,500 m), visibility was poor, and
such severe cold also reduces judgment and decision-making ability. The depth
of the snow itself introduces additional risks beyond avalanches. Continuous
risk assessment and risk management were essential on this day.

Note: Serious accidents involving overseas guides and riders have occurred
not only in Hokkaido but also on Honshu. In many cases, these incidents stem
from underestimating Japanese mountain conditions or overestimating one’s
own abilities. Knowledge is certainly important, but what matters most is the
ability to sense danger. This skill can only be developed by entering local
mountains daily and constantly engaging with the snow and terrain. It is critical
not to mistake rare or isolated successful experiences for true experience.



Examples of such “thin” success experiences include: avalanche certifications,
guide exams, avalanche risk management & rescue courses, etc.

January 26

Approximately 40 cm of snowfall in 24 hours. Well-developed wind slab
accumulations are present on leeward slopes above 800 m. In some areas,
these deposits exceed 150 cm. These wind slabs have a high likelihood of
failing under their own weight. Particular caution is required on slopes steeper
than 30 degrees, leeward aspects, cornices, and the terrain directly below
cornices.

If elevation and slope selection are appropriate, the snow quality is outstanding
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Although some temperature fluctuations are expected, cold air and heavy
snowfall will continue to occur frequently. Extreme caution is required when
entering the mountains. Risks are not limited to avalanches; deep holes hidden
beneath the snow, cold flowing water underneath, and the sheer depth of soft
snow can all lead to serious accidents or becoming stranded. If skis or a
snowboard are removed carelessly, it is easy to sink in and become unable to
escape. At the very least, | strongly recommend keeping one ski or board
attached at all times.



