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(Field Report: February 1, 2026)

The heavy snowfall has eased, and from the latter half of last week through the
weekend, conditions were relatively calm. However, strong cold air still remains
aloft, keeping temperatures low. As a result, the snow quality remains excellent.

At 5,500 meters, temperatures are around —36°C, which indicates cold air with
strong potential to produce heavy snowfall.

The pressure pattern is a classic north—south winter type. Where the isobars
spread and dip—mainly over the Sea of Japan off the Shakotan Peninsula—
low-pressure systems form, combining with the cold air aloft to bring snowfall.
Because the isobars are widely spaced, winds are generally weak, and Niseko
is receiving its characteristic low-pressure snowfall with good rebound and light,
dry snow.

By this morning, approximately 20 cm of new snow had fallen in the
mountains. With little wind effect, slopes were well reset and flat, offering very
good conditions.

From this evening through the night (until around 22:00), about 15 cm of
snowfall is expected over a six-hour period, with further snowfall continuing into
the morning and throughout the day. While this will not be on the same scale as
last week’s heavy snowfall, these weather conditions are expected to persist for
some time. We should continue to enjoy great snow throughout this week.

That said, there have been many mountain rescue incidents recently, frequently
reported in the news. The idea that following someone else’s tracks will
eventually lead you to a safe place is dangerous. When entering the mountains,
always confirm your current location.

Although the week has just begun, snowfall is expected to continue increasing
due to the cold air aloft. However, it is unlikely to fall in the same intense



manner as last week. Still, when traveling in the mountains, always be cautious
of deep snow and continuously check your position. Above all, avoid blindly

following other people’s tracks.
The snow is deep—and that’s great—but safety always comes first.



