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Field Report — February 18, 2026

With the approach of a low-pressure system accompanied by a front, visibility in the
mountains was poor above 900m today, and strong S—SE winds affected elevations above
700m throughout the day. In the afternoon, wind and snowfall intensified, and during the
approximately four hours leading up to 5:00 PM—when the low-pressure system
approached off the coast of the Shakotan Peninsula—about 15 cm of snow accumulated at

the mountain base.

As the low-pressure system passes, the pressure pattern will shift to a typical winter
configuration, with strengthening NW-N winds. Severe blizzard conditions are expected in
the mountains. Maximum wind speeds are forecast to exceed 20 m/sec. Through
tomorrow, further snow accumulation, development of wind slabs and wind drifts, and
significant cornice growth are expected. Avalanche risk will increase on leeward steep

slopes of 30 degrees or more.

In addition, unstable wind slab layers formed by fluctuating wind intensity during the
blizzard create classic preconditions for avalanches. Triggers such as human loading—or
even the weight of newly fallen snow itself—may cause weak layers to fail, potentially

resulting in avalanches.

The snowpack structure has become somewhat complex: a Melt-Freeze Crust layer formed
on 2/17, followed by new snowfall from the February 18 low-pressure system, and topped
by additional wind slab formation from ongoing wind transport. The expected fracture depth
is approximately 50—80 cm. If the snowpack becomes fully slabbed, avalanches could

propagate widely and travel long distances.

If you plan to enter the mountains tomorrow, exercise extreme caution.

This week marks CNY (Lunar New Year, 2/17), but the number of foreign visitors entering
the mountains has decreased from the peak period. The mountains are not crowded at
present. At the same time, cold air masses are no longer lingering for extended periods,
and increasing temperature fluctuations signal that spring is approaching. During spring,
rapid temperature changes often lead to frequent periods of poor visibility. Be careful not to

lose your route.



