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The basics never change, even as modernization advances.
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Field Report — February 24, 2026

The season has suddenly begun to feel like spring. Although the frequency will decrease,

we will still have occasional days when cold air returns and it feels like winter again.



Below is a summary of the weather transition and changes in mountain conditions since the

previous report (2/18).

February 18 night — February 19 (all day):

Stronger-than-expected storm winds. Maximum wind speed reached NW 42 m/sec at
around 1,000 m elevation, with sustained winds around 25 m/sec throughout the day.
Snowfall occurred, but wind impact was extremely significant. Snow crystals were
destroyed and bonded, forming dense, heavy snow of approximately 40-50 cm. On lee

slopes, wind slabs accumulated at two to three times that depth.

With unstable layering beneath the new snow, variable wind intensity during the storm
forming additional unstable wind slab layers, and the added load from heavy snowfall, the
likelihood of avalanche occurrence across the Niseko mountain range and surrounding

areas was extremely high.

February 20:

Clear skies from the morning, and many people entered the mountains with high
expectations. However, above 900 m elevation, the previous day’s violent winds had
widespread impact. Snow on N-NW-W aspects had been scoured away, leaving extremely

rough, icy, and very tough conditions.

Below 800 m, on E-SE-S lee slopes, large amounts of snow had accumulated, creating
excellent conditions. It was a day that reminded us that simply going higher in elevation

after snowfall does not necessarily guarantee better conditions.

February 21:

The “expiration time” of winter snow was around 13:00. Warm air began moving in from the
morning. Above 900 m was whiteout conditions, while below that visibility was good. Until
about 13:00, the snow remained slightly heavy powder. After 13:00, the white snow turned
into “stop snow,” while the previously wind-scoured icy surfaces softened into excellent

corn snow, bringing an immediate sense of spring in the mountains.

February 22:

Clear skies and perfect conditions for spring ski touring. Southwesterly winds from a high-
pressure system to the south blew strongly above 800 m, but the snow had transformed
into spring corn snow—equally as enjoyable as powder snow in its own way. It was a day

to enjoy an early taste of spring skiing.



February 23:

A trough moved in, bringing weak cold air (-24°C at 5,500 m). The previous day’s corn
snow refroze. Above 750 m the surface became hard and icy. Between 750 m and
approximately 450 m, a 5 cm thick melt-freeze crust formed, making skiing extremely
difficult.

Including the upper icy slopes, a missed turn on steep terrain could easily result in a long
slide fall. If trees or rocks lie in the fall line, collision could cause serious injury. If a fall
leads into holes, cliffs, or creeks, the consequences could be even more severe. Extreme

caution is required.

Below 600 m, melting has become significant. Especially on SE aspects and gully
sidewalls, cracks, tree wells, and deep holes (2-3 m) just below steep rollovers are
forming. Snow bridges are becoming increasingly unstable. Falling into any of these could

result in injury—or worse—so vigilance is essential.

Today (February 24):

Similar to yesterday, we are within a trough with weak cold air. Although snowfall amounts
were modest (5—7 cm), strong W winds around 20 m/sec overnight formed new wind slab
accumulations (approximately 60 cm) on lee slopes above 800 m. Since these slabs sit on
yesterday’s ice surface, that interface acts as a weak layer and is prone to fracture under
additional load.

In general, slope conditions—including cracks and unstable snow bridges—remain

unchanged from the previous day. Continued caution is necessary.

There are still snowy days, but the season is steadily transitioning into spring. The
mountains are entering a variable phase, requiring risk assessment and management

beyond just avalanche hazard.

With increasingly extreme climate variability, we must set aside the old assumptions—*this
place is usually like this at this time of year"—and instead observe, feel, and respond to the

conditions as they truly are now.

In this sport, accidents do not happen if you avoid entering dangerous terrain under

dangerous conditions. It is very simple.



But basic and simple principles are often the hardest to consistently apply.
The basics never change, even as modernization advances.

With that in mind, | look forward to enjoying both the mountains and the season as they

continue their transition into spring.



